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Darkening	light	PDF	files	can	make	those	files	easier	to	read,	and	it	can	also	unify	a	PDF’s	color	scheme	with	your	business'	logo	or	other	graphics.	A	quick	solution	to	darkening	involves	setting	an	accessibility	option	in	Reader.	However,	this	approach	doesn’t	darken	PDF	files	themselves.	A	factor	to	consider	when	darkening	a	PDF	file	is	content
type:	text	or	image.	You	can	darken	all	document	text	quickly	with	a	word	processor.	Darkening	images	is	possible	with	a	PDF	editor	like	Acrobat.	This	task	may	be	time	consuming	since	each	image	must	be	darkened	individually.	With	Accessibility	Options	Open	in	Reader	a	PDF	that	you	need	to	darken,	and	then	select	"Preferences"	from	the	Edit
menu.	Click	the	"Accessibility"	item	in	the	Categories	pane	of	the	Preferences	dialog	box.	Check	the	"Replace	Document	Colors"	check	box,	and	then	click	a	dark	color	from	either	or	both	of	the	following	controls:	Page	Background	and	Document	Text.	Click	"OK"	to	see	the	effect	of	your	color	changes.	Text	With	Word	Use	a	service	such	as	Nitro	PDF,
PDFOnline,	or	Zamzar	to	convert	a	light	PDF	file	to	an	RTF	or	DOC	file	type	(links	in	Resources).	Open	the	converted	document	in	Word,	and	then	press	"Ctrl-H"	to	open	the	"Find	and	Replace"	window.	Click	the	"More"	button,	and	then	click	the	"Format"	button.	Click	"Style"	and	then	"Default	Paragraph	Font"	from	the	Find	Style	dialog	box.	Click
"OK"	and	click	in	the	Replace	text	box.	Select	"Normal"	for	the	replacement	style,	just	as	you	used	the	Format	button	to	set	the	Find	style.	Click	"Replace	All"	to	assign	the	Normal	style	to	all	paragraphs.	Press	"Ctrl-A"	to	select	all	document	text,	and	then	press	"Ctrl-Space"	to	reset	all	character	styles	to	the	default	Normal	style.	Since	Normal's	color
is	black,	all	text	in	the	document	will	take	on	that	color.	Background	and	Images	With	Acrobat	Open	in	Acrobat	a	PDF	whose	background	and	images	you'd	like	to	darken.	Press	"Ctrl-K"	to	open	the	Preferences	dialog	box.	Click	the	"TouchUp"	item	from	the	Categories	pane,	and	then	click	the	"Choose	Image	Editor"	button.	Select	your	system's	image
editor,	and	then	close	all	open	dialog	boxes.	Click	the	"Tools"	command	from	the	toolbar,	and	then	click	the	"Pages"	heading.	Click	the	"Add	Background"	command	of	the	Background	subhead,	and	click	a	dark	color	from	the	From	Color	swatch.	Click	"OK"	to	view	the	dark	background.	Click	the	"Edit	Object"	command	of	the	Edit	Text	pane,	and	then
click	an	image	you'd	like	to	darken.	Right-click	the	mouse	and	select	"Edit	Image"	to	open	your	default	image	editor.	Use	the	editor's	brightness	tools	to	darken	the	image,	and	then	save	the	image	and	close	the	image	editor.	Return	to	Acrobat	to	view	the	darkened	image.	Page	2	PowerPoint	contains	border	options	to	help	you	enhance	a	slide	and	its
contents	in	your	presentation.	For	example,	a	colored	line	set	at	a	wide	width	can	frame	a	photograph	of	your	newest	product	shown	to	your	clients.	PowerPoint’s	Drawing	Tools	options	lets	you	update	these	borders	with	a	few	clicks	of	the	mouse	to	adapt	to	a	theme	or	style	that	suits	your	project.	Open	the	PowerPoint	presentation	and	navigate	to
the	slide	where	you	want	to	insert	the	frame.	Click	in	the	placeholder	to	display	the	Drawing	Tools	ribbon	with	its	Format	tab.	Click	the	“Format”	tab	on	the	Drawing	Tools	ribbon.	Click	the	“More”	arrow	button	on	the	gallery	of	thumbnail	images	in	the	Shape	Styles	group	to	view	all	the	border	thumbnails.	Click	the	preferred	thumbnail	of	the	border
to	frame	the	placeholder.	Right-click	the	framed	placeholder	to	open	a	list	of	options,	and	then	click	“Format	Shape”	to	open	the	Format	Shape	pane.	Click	the	“Fill	&	Line”	button	that	displays	a	tipping	paint	can	icon	to	open	the	list	of	options.	Click	to	select	an	option	or	type	a	value	in	the	fields	in	the	Line	section	to	update	this	border.	For	example,
click	the	“Color”	button	to	open	the	sample	color	chart	and	then	click	the	preferred	color	sample.	Other	editing	options	include	adjusting	the	border	width	by	typing	a	value	in	the	Width	field.	Click	the	border	to	display	the	pull	handles,	and	then	click	and	drag	these	handles	to	resize	the	border	on	the	slide.	Last	Updated	on	December	30,	2020	by
Robert	Jackson	Have	you	ever	received	PDF	files	that	are	too	faint	to	read?	It’s	just	hard	to	tell	the	texts	or	images	from	the	light	PDF	pages.	To	obtain	the	information	correctly	from	a	faint	PDF	file,	you	can	darken	it	with	the	help	of	a	PDF	editor.	In	the	following	parts,	I	will	introduce	2	best	PDF	editors	to	you,	PDFelement	and	Adobe	Acrobat.	You
can	choose	one	and	start	to	darken	your	PDF	files.	How	to	darken	a	PDF	with	PDFelement	PDFelement	is	one	of	the	most	popular	PDF	editors	in	the	market	for	its	excellent	customers’	experience.	It	offers	easy	operation	for	PDF	editing.	Take	PDF	darkening	as	an	example,	you	only	need	3	steps	to	do	that	with	the	help	of	this	program.	Download
PDFElement	For	Free	Now!!!	Step	1:	Open	the	PDF	file	with	PDFelement	Right-click	the	file	you’re	about	to	darken	and	go	to	“open	with“,	choose	PDFelement,	the	file	will	be	open	on	PDFelement.	Or,	you	can	open	PDFelement	first	and	click	the	Open	file”	button	on	its	interface	to	select	the	PDF	file.	Step	2:	Locate	the	PDF	darken	function	You	can
modify	the	background	color	of	your	light	PDF	pages	to	improve	the	contrast	so	that	you	can	read	it	clearly	with	a	more	clarified	background.	On	the	toolbar,	go	to	Edit	>	Edit	Background,	here,	on	Edit	Background,	you	can	choose	one	from	two	options	New	Background:	You	can	add	a	darker	background	to	your	PDF	file.	Update	Background:	You	can
replace	the	original	light	background	with	a	dark	one.	Note:	Not	sure	if	there’s	a	background	on	this	PDF	file?	Click	New	Background	to	proceed.	Step	3:	Darken	your	PDF	file	After	you	choose	one	option,	a	popup	window	appears.	On	the	window,	locate	Color	on	the	Source	option.	Then,	you	can	choose	a	darker	color	and	add	it	to	your	PDF	file.	Click
OK	to	confirm	the	effort.	Do	remember	to	save	the	file	before	you	close	it.	After	the	3	easy	steps,	your	PDF	file	will	be	darkened	and	can	be	identified	easily.	How	to	darken	a	PDF	file	with	Adobe	Acrobat	Adobe	Acrobat	is	a	very	famous	and	powerful	PDF	editor.	Due	to	its	excellent	capability	of	PDF	editing,	many	designers	will	use	it	to	create	perfect
PDF	files	for	idea-sharing.	However,	the	program	is	quite	difficult	to	use.	It	takes	practice	to	master	all	the	properties	and	special	items.	Step	1:	Open	a	PDF	file	with	Acrobat	Step	2:	Press	“Ctrl-K”	to	open	the	Preferences	dialog	box	Before	we	start	to	darken	a	PDF	file,	we	need	to	set	up	an	image	editor	on	Acrobat	since	Acrobat	has	no	darkening	tool
itself.	It	can	only	darken	a	PDF	file	with	the	help	of	plugins.	Step	3:	On	Categorie,	select	TouchUp	>	Choose	Image	Editor	Step	4:	Select	your	system’s	image	editor,	then	close	all	open	dialog	boxes	Step	5:	On	the	toolbar,		go	to	the	Tools	>	Pages	>	Background	Step	6:	On	the	Background	option,	select	Add	Background	There,	select	a	dark	color	from
Color.	Click	“OK“,	your	file	will	be	darkened	after	that.	Remember	to	save	your	file	before	your	exit	Acrobat.	Workaround:	Convert	your	PDF	files	into	image	format	If	adding	a	darker	background	does	not	help	you	read	the	PDF	file,	you	can	try	to	convert	your	PDF	file	into	pictures	and	then	modify	the	contrast	of	this	picture	to	make	it	easier	to	read.
Here’s	how:	Open	PDFElement	and	choose	Convert	PDF.	Select	the	PDF	file	and	choose	an	image	format	like	jpg.	Click	Save	to	initiate	the	conversion.	Locate	the	output	images	and	export	them	to	PowerPoint	or	Word.	Right-click	on	a	picture	and	select	Size	and	Position.	Locate	Contrast	and	set	the	value	to	50%	or	higher.	With	the	5	steps,	you	can
easily	identify	the	content	of	the	previous	PDF	file	in	a	jpg	format.	To	know	more	about	PDFelement	PDFelement	won’t	charge	a	cent	for	PDF	darkening	service,	you	can	darken	your	PDF	pages	and	save	the	edited	file	without	any	cost.	Also,	as	a	powerful	PDF	editor,	PDFelement	provides	so	many	considerate	PDF	features:	Converting:	You	can
convert	your	PDF	file	into	an	editable	Word,	Excel,	or	PowerPoint	file.	OCR:	You’re	able	to	extract	the	text	from	a	PDF	file	and	output	all	the	texts	into	a	Doc/Docx	file.	Combining:	You	can	combine	multiple	PDF	files	into	a	single	PDF	file.	Edit	PDF:	This	function	enables	you	to	add,	delete,	and	copy	PDF	pages	as	well	as	edit	text,	images	notes,	and
other	markups	on	your	PDF	pages.	Etc…	Besides,	PDFElement	is	very	easy	to	use.	You	can	easily	locate	every	function	with	ease.	Even	if	you’re	a	beginner	and	have	no	skills	in	PDF	editors,	you	can	still	use	PDFelement	to	modify	your	PDF	file	for	the	first	time	you	use	it.	Conclusion	Now,	you	know	how	to	darken	your	PDF	files,	try	it	yourself.	By	the
way,	if	you	have	any	other	demands	on	PDF	files,	PDFelement	will	never	let	you	down.	The	PDF	format	is	meant	to	be	non-editable,	but	if	you	scan	a	document	that	comes	out	too	light	or	receive	a	contract	with	type	that	is	too	faint	to	read,	you	need	a	way	to	darken	a	PDF.	Here	are	a	few	reliable	options,	whether	you	are	on	a	PC	or	Mac,	to	darken	a
PDF.	Adobe	Acrobat	is	one	of	the	most	reliable	options	for	darkening	PDF	documents.	To	darken	PDFs	with	Adobe	Acrobat,	follow	these	steps:	Open	the	PDF	in	Adobe	Acrobat.	Select	Preferences	from	the	Edit	portion	of	the	top	menu.	In	the	Categories	section,	select	TouchUp	and	then	Choose	Image	Editor.	You	are	prompted	to	open	an	image	editor.
If	you	have	Adobe	Photoshop,	it	is	chosen	by	default.	In	the	toolbar,	choose	Tools	and	then	Pages.	From	Background,	select	the	Add	Background	option.	You	are	prompted	to	choose	a	color	from	the	color	palette.	Choose	a	dark	color	and	click	OK.	In	the	Edit	Text	option,	select	Edit	Object.	Click	the	part	of	the	PDF	you	want	to	darken.	Edit	the	object
with	Photoshop,	GIMP	or	another	image	editing	tool	that	has	options	to	adjust	the	contrast	or	change	the	brightness.	To	get	there,	go	to	Tools	>	Content	Editing	>	Edit	Text	and	Images	and	right-click	on	the	page	to	edit	in	with	your	image	editor.	Save	the	file	and	close	your	image	editor.	Return	to	Acrobat	where	the	image	should	be	darker.	In
Photoshop,	an	easy	fix	to	create	a	one-page	PDF	is	to	create	an	RGB	file,	place	the	PDF	into	the	doc,	then	duplicate	the	layer	and	use	the	blending	mode	Multiply,	which	punches	up	the	text	while	still	maintaining	the	quality.	If	it	is	still	too	dark,	you	can	dupe	and	multiply	the	duped	layer	to	create	a	double	layer.	You	can	also	use	Adobe	Reader’s
Accessibility	options	to	darken	PDFs.	However,	this	approach	is	only	to	darken	your	version	of	the	document	so	you	can	read	it,	and	not	a	permanent	way	to	darken	a	document	that	you	send	and	share	with	others.	Open	Adobe	Reader.	Go	to	Edit	in	the	top	menu	bar	and	then	Preferences.	Select	Accessibility	in	the	Categories	section.	Check	the	box
next	to	Replace	Document	Colors.	Select	a	darker	color	combination	from	the	drop-down	menu	next	to	High	Contrast	Color	Combinations	or	go	to	Custom	Color	and	pick	a	darker	color	for	the	Page	Background	and	Document	Text.	When	done,	click	OK.	You	should	now	be	able	to	see	your	changes	to	see	whether	they	darkened	the	PDF	document
sufficiently	or	if	you	need	to	pick	a	darker	color	combination.	If	you	are	trying	to	edit	a	PDF	on	Mac,	you	can	do	so	using	the	built-in	Preview	application	by	increasing	the	contrast	on	a	PDF.	Here	is	how	to	do	it:	Use	Preview	to	open	the	PDF.	Go	to	File	>	Export.	In	the	Quartz	Filter	section,	select	Lightness	Decrease.	Save	the	file	and	reopen	it.	Your
document	should	now	be	darker.	Opening	a	PDF	in	Microsoft	Word	can	often	fix	a	document	that	is	hard	to	read.	Simply	open	the	PDF	in	Word	and	it	will	convert	the	file	to	DOCX	format,	which	you	can	save	as	is,	or	export	as	a	new	PDF.	This	itself	should	darken	the	text.	If	it	does	not,	select	the	text	and	change	it	to	black	using	the	Font	Color	options.
If	there	are	images	in	the	document,	select	an	image,	select	Format,	then	Corrections	and	choose	the	Brightness/Contrast	option	that	looks	the	best.	If	the	images	are	not	being	imported	into	Word,	you	can	try	converting	your	PDF	to	an	image	and	then	import	it	into	Word	using	a	free	online	tool	like	PDFtoimage.com	or	PDFelement	software.	If	it	is	an
option,	the	best	course	of	action	is	usually	to	ask	the	person	who	scanned	the	document	to	rescan	it	using	darker	output	settings.	If	this	is	not	possible,	you	can	try	printing	the	PDF	using	darker	output	settings	on	your	printer.	It	should	come	out	at	least	somewhat	darker.	Then,	take	that	document	and	re-scan	it	onto	your	computer	and	save	it	as	a
new	PDF.
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